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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
     The Cumberland River Development Project Papers, 1925-1953, concerning the 
development of the various water resources of the Cumberland River and its tributaries 
were transferred to Tennessee State Library and Archives from the State Planning 
Commission, December 6, 1963.  The materials in this finding aid measure .84 linear 
feet. There are no restrictions on the materials.  Single photocopies of unpublished 
writings in the Cumberland River Development Project Papers may be made for purposes 
of scholarly research. 
 

 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 
     The Cumberland River Development Project Papers, 1925-1953, consist of 
correspondence, maps and charts, printed documents, reports, bibliographies, bills, 
newspaper clippings, a sketch, and two lists. As documented primarily in the 
correspondence and legislative proceedings, a major objective of the project was that of 
having the Cumberland River included under the Tennessee Valley Authority. 
     Correspondence, covering the years 1937- 1941, is primarily to for from Leo J. Zuber, 
Land use Planner for the Cumberland River Development Project. 
     Maps and charts are for the Cumberland Basin, the Cumberland River, its dams, and 
its tributaries. The reports are for the same and indicate reasons for and against the 
Cumberland River Development Project. 
     Printed documents include, A Plan for the Development of the Cumberland River, A 
Petition against Continuance of the Project, Letters from the Secretary of War, and 
Letters from the Chief of Engineers, United States Army.  The Bills are proposed 
amendments to the Tennessee Valley Authority Act of 1933. 
     Other items include a sketch titled “Old Times on the Upper Cumberland,” by 
Douglas Anderson; newspaper clippings; bibliography of reports and articles published 
on the Cumberland River Development Project; a list of Tennessee counties and cities in 
the Cumberland Valley; and a list of standing committees of the Senate. 
 
 
 
 



CONTAINER LIST 
 

 
Box 1 
1.     Bibliographies 
2.     Bills – Proposed amendments to the Tennessee Valley Authority Act of 1933 
3.     Correspondence 
4.     Lists 
5.     Maps and charts – Cumberland River 
6.     Maps and charts – Cumberland River Dams 
7.     Newspaper clippings 
8.     Printed documents – Cumberland River Tributaries 
9.     Printed documents – Letters from the Chief of Engineers, United States Army 
 
 
Box 2 
1.     Printed documents – Letters from the Secretary of War 
2.     Printed documents – Petition against the continuance of Cumberland River Project 
3.     Printed documents – Plan for Development of Cumberland River  
4.     Reports 
5.     Sketches – General, “Old Times on the Upper Cumberland,” by Douglas Anderson 
 

 
 
 



INDEX TO CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 

Ableiter, J. Kenneth, to Leo J. Zuber, May 18, 1939 
Barrett, Mary Helen, to Leo J. Zuber, July 26, 1939 
Brown, _____, to W.D. Price, June 13, 1941 
Cass, Norma, to Leo J. Zuber, May 29, 1939 
Caton, Louise G., to Leo J. Zuber, May 16, 1939 
Hoefelman, Walter M., to Leo J. Zuber, June 16, 1939 
Hudson, W.D., to Citizens of Clarksville and Montgomery County, June 15, 1937 
Hull, Cordell, to J.P. Owen, March 30, 1937 
Johnston, E., to Walter M. Hoefelman, June 15, 1939 
Jones, D.J., to Leo J. Zuber, May 23, 1939 
Miller, J.B., to People of Clarksville and Montgomery County, June 15, 1937 
Montgomery, Almerene, to Leo J. Zuber, May 27, 1939 
Pendergrass, Sam, to Citizens of Cookville and Putnam County, November 23, 1937 
Price, William D., to Lytle Brown, June 11, 1941 
Reeves, J.E., to Leo J. Zuber, August 9, 1939 
Roberts, A.H., to A.G. Maxwell, November 13, 1937 
Shannon, J.B., to Leo J. Zuber, July 11, 1939 
Shepard, Stuart W., to Gerald Gimre, August 10, 1936 
Zuber, Leo J., to Norma Cass, May 31, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, May 9, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to Allen T. Edmunds, May 4, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to Kentucky Geological Survey, May 10, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to University of Kentucky, May 19, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to Library of Congress, May 4, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to University of Michigan, May 9, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to J.B. Shannon, June 21, 1939 
Zuber, Leo J., to S.W. Shepard, May 27, 1937 
Zuber, Leo J., to Transylvania College, May 19, 1939 

 
 



LIST OF REPORTS 
 

Beautiful River in Land of Dawn, by W.E. Myer 
Cumberland River 
Cumberland River Basin, Navigation Deficiencies 
Cumberland River Drainage Basin 
Cumberland River from its Source to Mouth, by Roscoe Nunn 
Excerpts from Letter of Dr. Leonard S. Wilson  
High Dam on the Lower Cumberland?, by W.V. Howard 
Inventory of Reports on Water Resources Development in the Cumberland River Basin 
Proposed Addition of the Cumberland Basin to the Territory Under the Jurisdiction of the  
     T.V.A. 
Report of Cumberland River, by M.T. Bryan 
Report on Preliminary Examination for Flood Protection 
Some Arguments For and Against including the Cumberland Valley under Tennessee  
     Valley Authority  
Some Facts with Reference to the Cumberland River 
Statement of Governor Prentice Cooper before Senate Committee on Agriculture and  
     Forestry 
Statement of Leon Jourolmon, Jr., before Senate Committee on Agriculture 
Statement of Objectives of the Cumberland Valley Association 
 
 


